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Spain – Summer 2017 
June 22, 2017: Travel Safety
(only 3 days until we depart!)
· “Oh, the Places We’ll Go!” (in Spain) 
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· General Business

· Date of tour:  June 26- July 6 2016
· Passports! All set!
· Tips - $88.00 
· Sign up for text reminders:

· I still need forms turned in!  

· Travel to the airport on Monday, June 26th.  Be at the airport by 11:00 am
·  Travel Safety

· Rules of the Road
· Travel Safety Do’s and Don’ts
· Please wear you RED T-Shirts
· Roommates- All arranged
· Thinking Ahead

· Money 
· Suggested $30-65 per day for spending money  (Around $330 total)

· Please have some cash on hand upon landing in Spain, I highly recommend getting some Euros before you leave.
· Converter/Adapter
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Packing







What to pack

http://www.eftours.com/help-center/preparation/what-to-pack
-no need to pack hair dryers- most hotels will have them.

-If you pack a flat iron, etc. be sure it is a new one. voltage should be compatible, but you will need to -buy an adapter with two prongs. (not converter)

-comfortable shoes. We will be walking up to 8 miles a day.

-clothes- take layers. We leave after breakfast very early and do not return until after dinner.

-pack light. You may have to carry your luggage up stairs in older hotels.

-put identifier on luggage. Old ribbon, special tag, etc.

- take scarf; you will need to cover shoulders for any churches.
- put important items (documents, meds, change of clothes, everything you can’t be without for one day) in your carry on bag
- use the smallest size bag, like 26”. All will go under the bus and you will be carrying around. Stay under weight limit…30lbs? so that you have room and add more weight in it on the way back
-photocopy passports and credit cards in case lost or stolen. Keep with you at all times in passport holder. Leave copies of these at home also.

-bring US health insurance information on trip

-bring prescription filled, up to date, and original packaging. Put in carry on bag with copies of prescription paperwork. I must know of all prescriptions.

-dietary/health issues- bring allergy meds, asthma meds, epipen, etc.
bring student ID
-bathing suit (just in case)
-poncho or raincoat
-travel with contact info for each hotel 

-bring emergency calling instruction card

-EF’s emergency # 800-637-8222 from US

Travelers call 001-617-619-2913 while abroad- on wrist band
Flight

-we will have an e-ticket. You will need your passport for identification and confirmation #

-check in with flight the day before and day of departure to see that flights are on time.

-we may not sit together on flight. We will try to arrange the day of the flight best we can.

-we will stay together at all times in airports. You may not leave alone at any time during the trip. Buddy system and I must know where you are at all times.
-we will check in together as a group the day of departure.

-vegetarian meals for flights?

-you must sleep on flights!
-upon arrival will go through immigration and customs. Our Tour Director will meet us after we pass through customs and exit baggage claim.

-upon return we will have a customs form to fill out (see example). So, keep a pen in passport holder upon return

-we may have to wait for other groups at airport before heading to the hotel.

Hotels

-hotel may not be ready when we arrive. Will need to freshen up at airport; store luggage in locked room at hotel and leave for the day. This is why it is so important to sleep on plane.

-we should know names of hotels three weeks before. Take this info with you, including addresses and contact info. Leave a copy at home.

-Europe different hotels than here. Run air only couple of hours/day at low levels

-hotels may be outside of city- can accommodate large groups and students, safe and accessible by bus

-if in city, it will be older, may not have elevator, smaller streets so we may have to walk to the hotel from bus

-if outside city, should have hair dryers and toiletries, wifi. You can contact home in mornings or at end of day. Time change is seven hours difference ahead, so calling in evening is best. Wifi may be in lobby or room.

-rooms are 3-4 students in a room. We may all fit in one, if not we will take turns being separated. We may be able to split in two’s as well. Be prepared to meet new people on our trip.

-we are given a grid of hotel, I fill out, and give to TD who will announce the rooms. I will have to know where we all are. Proper hotel etiquette. Curfew of 10:30 pm. Lights out by 11 pm.

-room keys given to me and luggage brought down if we are checking out. If we stay in same hotel, we will check the keys at the desk.

-remember good behavior is important

Meals

-Europe does not have a breakfast culture.

-breakfast may have croissant, deli meat, cheese, fruit, or, coffee, water,

-breakfast at hotels. We all must eat!

-water provided at meals, we pay for soft drinks or other beverages.

-expect smaller portions

-can bring snacks; granolas, etc. to keep in bag when gone all day. Be aware if you need food and say something. We can stop at local stores.

-during lunch we get free time (2-3 hours) do eating, shopping, sightseeing

-try cultural foods, sometimes need taste of home. Keep track of new foods you try

-dinner will be a 3 course meal. Everybody gets same thing.

-we will review the next day’s itinerary at evening meals or gatherings.

Bus

-day by day transportation

-coach bus. No bathroom (will be locked if it has one); frequent stops, no wifi on bus

- Keep bus clean; cooler in front of bus where you can buy soda or water for 1 euro. Stay hydrated.

Tour Director
-has tickets for everything; metro, ferries, cruises, bike ride, museum tickets, etc.

-will meet us after customs

-stays with us the whole trip

-they like when you ask them questions.

-get to know your TD

-be respectful; when TD speaks, listen. 

-can give us free time ideas and options

-will have TD ‘optionals’ for $5-$10. Bring extra $20 or so for this. They are on the fly activities we don’t want to miss.

-we will give tip at end of trip with all kids present

Phones

-check with your phone provider; ask about roaming fees, turn off roaming, rates, etc.

-we can Face time with iPads- be sure yours is operational and Apple ID is your own, not schools.

Safety

-always in groups, never alone
-always have hotel info with you in case you get lost-put on carry on card
-make sure you know where I am at all times; know my room number at hotels.

-be aware of your money at all times; unsafe situations with gypsies, areas of town, etc.

-if we have free time, be sure you know where to meet and at what time.

-if you are feeling ill, alert me immediately. Our TD can help in any such situation.

-keep wrist band with emergency numbers for EF, my number, hotel, home.

Money

-exchange a little before you go like $60 into euros.

-be careful about ATM. Use ones outside- do not convert to US dollars, this costs more.

-conversion rates vary. About .90 euro= $1
-be sure you have spending money for lunch, snacks, souvenirs, etc. for each day.

-we may not get to an ATM every day. Plan on pulling enough for 2-3 days and carry only that days with you in a protected place. This also limits bank fees for ATM.

-know PIN codes for cash for any cards you bring

-call credit cards and banks before to tell them you will be travelling and inquire about fees

-when we need to exchange money, we will talk with TD

Memories

-keep a journal

-take pictures

-be well informed

-study up on where we are going

-know our itinerary; keep a copy with you

weShare

http://www.eftours.com/help-center/education/college-credit
Experience Spain, 11 days			June 26th, 2017 – July 6th, 2017


Led by Sra. Salgado
































